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Leo … My Life with the Lion (The Kid in the Hat Collection, Volume 3), chronicles some

highlights of the alliance between two boys that spans more than 40 years. The friendship was

born in Texas and launched one evening in the late 1960s when the “Lion” was prepared to

take on several antagonists on behalf of the author, either one at a time or all at once … those

were the choices Leo imparted to them. The adversaries departed without making either

selection and the author felt as though he’d just heard that classic line from the Alan Ladd film,

Shane, “I’m a friend of Joey’s” echoing through the parking lot.For decades, every time the

author has heard the timeless tune, The Lion Sleeps Tonight, his soul has been filled with

warmth, love, and the memory of an unshakable friendship with this man, especially when he

roars this legendary melody into the author’s ears regardless of the time or distance between

them.“Under the magnetism of friendship the modest man becomes bold; the shy, confident;

the lazy, active; and the impetuous, prudent and peaceful” wrote William Makepeace

Thackeray. This author would like to think that he fits nicely into one of these categories, given

the audaciousness acquired during his life with Leo … the Lion.
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to you … We’re all in our places, with snot on our faces!” was the announcement and tune that

my Mom woke me with every morning as a child. I should add that when she concluded her

quaint little song, I slid my feet out from under the covers and she put my socks on, without

tickling. I know … consistently, terribly spoiled. Decades later, I asked my wife if she would

consider playing this part in my life and of course, my spell-checker doesn’t even acknowledge

some of the colorful metaphors she used in her response.Consistency is a word that hasn’t

had a great deal of application in my life. Perhaps like many, I’ve experienced the “over the top”

successes coupled with the “rock bottom” failures, but the good times were never as enduring

as I had wished whereas the bad times seemed to stick around a while longer. So at my age,

outside of my own lineage, I began to scan my life for anything that represented an unswerving

success … one that has been rich in its legacy, which warms my heart and soothes my soul

every moment as I venture into the winter of this life.Indisputably, that would be Leo. His full

name is James Leo Kern … some folks call him James or Jimmy, others call him JK, but to me,

he is always Leo. For more than forty years, every time I’ve heard the song, The Lion Sleeps

Tonight, my soul has been filled with warmth, love, and the memory of my unrelenting

friendship with this man. I’ve always thought of him as the “Lion” in my life, because he often

roars this legendary tune into my ears regardless of the time or distance between us.Prior to

our actually becoming friends, I always thought he was a quiet boy ... never did a lot of talking.

There may have been several reasons for this, but one in particular was the sudden loss of his

father on a Thanksgiving Day when he was only 15 years old.
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friendship with this man. I’ve always thought of him as the “Lion” in my life, because he often

roars this legendary tune into my ears regardless of the time or distance between us.Prior to

our actually becoming friends, I always thought he was a quiet boy ... never did a lot of talking.

There may have been several reasons for this, but one in particular was the sudden loss of his

father on a Thanksgiving Day when he was only 15 years old.Gossip around our small town

was that he didn’t handle it well and the rumor mill swirled with stories that were outright

ridiculous. I was a young, dumb kid and was swayed by “the mumblings” of adults, but the tale

that never left me was that Leo’s dad actually died in his arms as he tried to insert a

nitroglycerin pill under his tongue in conjunction with administering cardiopulmonary

resuscitation (CPR).As of this writing, Leo and I have never discussed what really happened.

As it is sometimes even in very close friendships, people keep certain tragedies to themselves.

I certainly have. But in retrospect, and if there is any degree of truth to this rumor, I can’t

imagine the trauma and hideous lifelong affects that an episode such as this would have on the

soul of a young man. Frankly, if this had happened to me, I have little doubt that I would have

become a drug addict or alcoholic, resulting in a criminal life and death. We all have our

limitations, but fortunately and even at that early age, Leo did not lack a stalwart intestinal

fortitude. Regardless of what actually went down, he was just a boy and the responsibility of his

entire family was instantaneously dumped in his young lap.
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mommasad, “Friendships. Another short story from a writer that knows his subject....himself.

What a gift to be able to write your own life experiences that makes the reader wanting to know

more. This is the third in a collection of Short Stories. 

  

On the Winds of Change (The Kid in the Hat Collection)The "F" Bomb and Cussing in America

(The Kid in the Hat Collection, Volume 2)

  

  

     I have read his book

  

Of Shadows And Footprints: The Memoir of a Man Who Spent Fifty Years Battling His Inner

Demons

  

  

     and look forward to many more books from this author.”

The book by Joe H.  Bell Jr. has a rating of  5 out of 5.0. 1 people have provided feedback.
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